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Reporting Year: Park:
1992 Shenandoah NP
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 Michael Mengak (703)365-4373

Email:

n/a

Address: Office Fax:

Ferrum College
Division of Life Sciences
Garber Hall
Ferrum, VA  24088
VA

n/a

Additional investigators or key field assistants (first name, last name, office phone, office email):

  No co-investigators

Permit#:
SHEN1992AEEC

Park-assigned Study Id. #:
unknown

Project Title:
Status of Eastern Woodrats in Virginia

Permit Start Date:
 Jan 01, 1998

Permit Expiration Date
 Jan 01, 1998

Study Start Date:
 Jan 01, 1991

Study End Date
 Jan 01, 1996

Study Status:
Completed

Activity Type:
Other

Subject/Discipline:
Mammals

Objectives:
1.	To monitor the status of a population of eastern woodrats in 	Shenandoah National Park;2.	To locate additional active colonies of woodrats in the 	Park.

Findings and Status:
In addition to annual monitoring at the Bluff's Trail study area, 8 new sites were checked for woodrats.  Woodrats were collected at 6 of the 8 sites;
Pinnacles Research Cabin (4 rats), Browntown Overlook (1 rat), Little Stony Man Trail (1 rat), Cresent Rocks Overlook (2 rats), Franklin Cliffs
Overlook (2 rats), and Bearfence Mountain (1 rat).  No woodrats were collected at South Marshall or Rattlesnake Point.;At the annual monitoring site at
Bluff's Trail, we collected 1 woodrat in June and 5 rats in September.  Of the 5 collected in September, one (no. 173-174) was first caught on 14
September 1991 and recaptured on 5 June 1992.  Also, rat no. 181-183 was first caught on 15 September 1991 and recaptured on 6 September 1992.
Both recaptures were adults when first captured and have survived a minimum 365 days but were probably born in Spring, 1991 and have survived 16 or
more months.;                          Table 1.;               Comparison of Woodrat Catch Expressed;                    as Catch per 10 Trap Nights;------------------------
----------------------------------------                                1990           1991          1992;---------------------------------------------------------------- Bluff's Trail
          0.83            0.64         0.68 ;The Pinnacles Research Cabin site is located approximately 1/2 mile from the cabin near the weather station along the
Appalachian Trail.  It is believed that this is the historic woodrat location identified as Pinnacles Ranger Station based on descriptions from topographic
maps and records at the Smithsonian Museum.  The other newly identified woodrat sites are typical, that is rocky outcrops with varying amounts of
overhead vegetation.  The danger is that these sites are easily accessible to visitors and rats seemingly occur in very low numbers (i.e., 1 or 2 rats
collected at each site).  We do not know how sensitive woodrats are to human disturbance.

For this study, were one or more specimens collected and removed from the park but not destroyed during analyses?
No
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Fill out the following ONLY IF the National Park Service supported this project in this reporting year by providing money to a university or
college

Full name of college or university: Annual funding provided by NPS to university or college this reporting
year:
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